
Mission

Mhani Gingi Social Entrepreneurial Network is an 

organisation based in Cape Town, South Africa, that 

strives to provide innovative business solutions that are 

sustainable and profitable and contribute towards 

alleviating poverty in local communities.  Mhani Gingi 

was established in August 2004 by Founding Director, 

Lillian Masebenza.

“Mhani Gingi” is a Shangaan term that refers to an 

industrious woman who is constantly finding 

innovative and practical solutions to social 

problems.

Mhani Gingi Founding Director: Lillian Masebenza

Mobile: +27 (0)82 465 4687   Office: +27 (0)21 531 8577

E-mail: lillian@mhanigingi.com

Address: Old Mutual Business Park, Jan Smuts Drive,

Pinelands 7405, Cape Town, South Africa 

Mhani Gingi: www.mhanigingi.co.za WITF: www.witf.co.za

1.6 Million Club SA: www.millionclubsa.wordpress.com 

Women's Innovation Trade Fair (WITF)

Mhani Gingi hosted the inaugural Women's Innovation Trade Fair 

(WITF) in March 2014 at the Cape Town International Convention 

Centre.  This event brought together local and international 

women under the banner of Igniting Economic Possibilities for 

Women.

Topics of discussion, under the theme of social entrepreneurship, 

were:  Health issues linked to nutrition

 Education

 Agriculture, Food Security and Environmental Issues

 Social Justice

Plans are underway to stage WITF 2016, which will showcase 

achievements stemming from the successes of WITF 2014.   

Mhani Gingi is seeking like-minded collaborators for WITF 

2016.

Flagship Programme

Mhani Gingi's Flagship Programme is focused on the 

environment.  This programme actively promotes healthy 

nutrition and a healthy lifestyle to ensure access to nutritious 

food for the most needy.  Mhani Gingi established its own 

vegetable and herb seedling nursery which provides 

employment for four members of the network. The project 

also supports an incubation community garden in Gugulethu 

that trains community gardeners in permaculture.  

Through establishment of community gardens at creches, 

hospitals, schools and clinics, and spreading environmental 

awareness, Mhani Gingi strives to teach communities to 

produce their own, healthy food.  Mhani Gingi hereby hopes to 

help to eradicate disease, in the belief that prevention is be�er 

than cure.  

The Rose Geranium Business Plan and Project

As an extension of its environmental work under the Flagship 

Programme, Mhani Gingi aims to employ disabled and 

handicapped workers by developing an organic Rose 

Geranium oil farm in one of the most disadvantaged 

communities outside of Cape Town, South Africa.  

With this project Mhani Gingi became one of 50 finalists in 

the University Startup World Cup in 2015.  See 

www.venturecup.dk and www.universityworldcup.com . 

1.6 Million Club South Africa

Mhani Gingi has strengthened its focus on health through the 

launch of the 1.6 Million Club South Africa on February 17 2015.  

This sister organisation of the international women's health 

promotion organisation, the 1.6 Million Club, is the first on the 

African continent. 

The 1.6 Million Club primarily raises awareness and spreads 

information concerning women's health and lifestyle issues as 

well as lobbying for equal, gender-based, medical research.  

Mhani Gingi's collaboration with the 1.6 Million Club is an 

outcome of the WITF.

Rose Geranium
Farming



Key concepts

Mhani Gingi believes in 

• Leveraging “the power of the collaborative collective”

•  Innovatively marrying indigenous knowledge and business   

 concepts

• Adaptation of the stokvel collective savings concept in the 

 business model

The Mhani Gingi model promotes social entrepreneurship amongst 

women and youth so that they can become creators of wealth and 

shareholders in their own businesses — rather than consumers of 

goods and services and suppliers of cheap labour.   

The Mhani Gingi model entails training as well as monitoring and 

evaluation of implementation, thereby ensuring sustainability of 

fledgling enterprises.

Target group

Mhani Gingi delivers tailor-made training solutions and ongoing 

mentoring and support to enable women, youth and other 

vulnerable groups in society to create a sustainable living for 

themselves through the establishment of viable business 

enterprises.  

 

Network Member Initiatives

At the heart of the Mhani Gingi model is the empowerment of 

women to develop small, social enterprises through a variety of 

income-generating activities such as gardening, arts and 

crafts, catering as well as tourism businesses.  Mhani Gingi 

provides network members with the business and technical 

skills necessary for them to produce high quality products.  

Mhani Gingi also links them to funding and marketing 

opportunities.

The enterprises of the Mhani Gingi's network members 

comprise home-based care services, sewing, beading, 

embroidery, permaculture, gardening and garden design 

services,  Bed&Breadfasts, baking,  small spaza shops, po�ery, 

and Hope Soap which is made exclusively of natural ingredients 

such as beeswax and coconut oil.

Social Responsibility Programme

Mhani Gingi's social responsibility activities are directed 

towards social upliftment in the community.  These initiatives 

target Early Learning Centres (ELCs) and care of the elderly.         

The organisation has adopted six ELCs in Nyanga and Philippi, 

Cape Town, and helps support eight others.  Mhani Gingi assists 

the ELCs with compliance to gain access to funding, permanent 

structures to provide safe learning environments for the 

children, quality learning programmes and teacher and ELC 

practitioner training.  

Other social responsibility initiatives are vegetable gardens, 

crèches and soup kitchens.

Mhani Gingi's social responsibility projects target the whole 

individual, from young to old, able and disabled.  The support of 

ELCs is a reflection of Mhani Gingi's commitment to building a 

strong foundation on which to build tomorrow's society.  The 

Social Responsibility Programme also embodies Mhani Gingi's 

belief in tackling the root causes of social problems.  

Vision

Mhani Gingi strives to become a renowned leader in providing 

innovative solutions towards eradicating poverty within global 

society, aligned to the National Development Plan of South Africa 

and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

TO BE A SPONSOR OR MENTOR, OR TO COLLABORATE WITH 

MHANI GINGI,  PLEASE CONTACT: Lillian Masebenza,

Founding Director of Mhani Gingi Social Entrepreneurial Network. 

Telephone:  +27 (0)21 531 8577 OR +27 (0)82 465 4687

E-mail:  lillian@mhanigingi.com 

Website:  www.mhanigingi.com

The unique Mhani Gingi business model


